Course title/grade level:   Social Studies - Grade 5

Instructor:   Amy Geiger
Academic Year:   2017-2018
Description:
Students acquire an awareness and understanding of the world, its people, and its history and investigate ways the past may influence the future. Within the diverse range of Christian perspective, students explore patterns of human and environmental interaction through history, geography, political science, economics, sociology, and current events aware of the interconnectedness of these disciplines. Just as Luke recognized the importance of firsthand accounts in understanding historical events: Luke 1:1-2, “Many people have done their best to write a report of things that have taken place from the beginning,” so too, student learning in the social studies focuses on primary and secondary sources. Students apply Christian principles to examine past and present, local, state, national, and global events and explore cause and effect relationships. Students develop an appreciation for a personal heritage and cultural differences as they evaluate their role and responsibility as American citizens in God’s creation. Using multiple research techniques and mediums, students collect information then analyze, synthesize, and present this data in a variety of modes, including formal written and oral presentations. Availability of technology surrounds students and aids all facets of the research, learning, and presentation process. Students grow in their ability to make informed, reasoned decisions as American citizens in a culturally diverse democratic society in an interdependent world.
Assessment:

In addition to evaluation based on written work students will be evaluated by performance assessment. In social studies, students demonstrate learning through evaluation by performance assessments where rubrics clearly list evaluation criteria and levels of performance possible.  These rubrics will be distributed at the time a project/exhibition/performance is announced so that students will have a "blueprint" for achieving success.  The rubric is intended to make clear to students on what basis their work will be evaluated.  Criteria may include demonstrations and oral performances, collaborative/team work, construction of understanding, modeling or design of understanding presented in ways that include writing and speaking as well as other modes of expression.  Performance assessment provides evaluation for multi-task, complex, and developmentally appropriate higher order thinking skills in the context of a given topic, lesson, or thematic unit.   

LMS Utilization:  
Canvas is CHCA's learning management system, an online tool to provide parents, students, and teachers a secure environment to interact with students' academic information.  It is linked from the student and parent buttons on the school website. Class pages on Canvas include course calendars, assignments, syllabuses and available handouts, as well as a running view of grades and feedback. It will be the central source of information. CHCA's Canvas course pages are also accessible on your mobile device via the Canvas app.

Parent Access to NetClassroom:

Grades calculated in teachers’ gradebook appear in each student’s Canvas account.  Grades are determined using the following calculations:  

Grade will be calculated using category averages.

Category averages will be determined using the following information:

Summative Assessments, Tests, and Major Projects will be calculated at a higher point value than Formative Assessments, Quizzes, and Minor Projects. Practice Work will be calculated at a lower point value.
	Category Name
	Graded?
	# Dropped
	 Calculation Type
	Weight

	Summative Assessments, Tests, and Major Projects
	Yes
	0
	Percentage
	45%

	Formative Assessments, Quizzes, and Minor Projects
	Yes
	0
	Percentage
	35%

	Practice Work
	Yes
	0
	Percentage
	20%


Course Resources:   

	 List of Primary Course Resources*
	

	Resource
	Author/Publisher
	Copyright 

	Textbook:  History Alive
	TCI
	2011

	The Nystrom Desk Atlas
	Nystrom
	2014

	Novels, DVD’s, and Videos where applicable
	Various
	Various

	Internet Resources as they apply
	Miscellaneous
	Miscellaneous

	Classroom Notes & Worksheets as needed
	Miscellaneous
	Miscellaneous


*Texts and other learning resources are selected for use at CHCA through a rigorous process. CHCA faculty and administrators determine desired content in a course and state that content in our curriculum documents. Texts and resources are selected because they fit the stated CHCA content and because they offer to students the best instructional practice currently available from all known resources as determined by CHCA faculty, curriculum council, and building administrators.
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	Time
	Unit of Study

	Quarters 1 - 2

	U.S. Geography:
· The United States is comprised of fifty states and they have a location relative to each other, the North American continent, and this planet.

· Maps are used for various reasons, which include locating physical landforms (rivers, mountains, etc.)  and political boundaries. (UbD unit)
Colonization to Independence:
· North America, originally inhabited by American Indians, was explored and colonized by Europeans for economic and religious reasons.
· The concept of mercantilism

· Importance of cash crops on the colonial economy

· Specialization of the economies of each section of the English colonies

· The function of the triangular trade and its relationship to the slave trade
· The practice of race-based slavery led to the forced migration of millions of Africans to the American colonies.  Their knowledge and traditions contributed to the development of those colonies and the United States.

· Competition for control of territory and resources in North America led to conflicts among colonizing powers.



	Quarters 2-3
Quarters 3-4

	Colonization to Independence, continued:
· The ideas of the Enlightenment, the ideas of the Great Awakening, and the dissatisfaction with colonial rule led English colonists to launch the American Revolution and write the Declaration of Independence.

· The movement of people, products, and ideas resulted in new patterns of settlement and land use that influenced the political and economic development of the United States.

· Cultural biases, stereotypes, and prejudices had social, political, and economic consequences for minority groups and the population as a whole.

· The availability of productive resources (i.e. human resources, capital goods, and natural resources) promotes specialization that leads to trade.

· Regions and countries become interdependent when they specialize in what they produce best and then trade with other regions to increase the amount and variety of goods and services available.

· Christians in America played a significant role in shaping the major events and conflicts of early American history.

· Religious freedom as one motivation for colonization

· Growing religious diversity of the colonies (UbD unit)
American Revolution:

· The ideas of the Enlightenment, the ideas of the Great Awakening, and dissatisfaction with colonial rule led English colonists to launch the American Revolution and write the Declaration of Independence.
· The outcome of the American Revolution was national independence and new political, social, and economic relationships for the American people.

· Americans began to develop a common national identity among its diverse regional and cultural populations based on democratic ideals.

· The choices people make have both present and future consequences.  (UbD unit)
First Government:
· Problems arising under the Articles of Confederation led to debate over the adoption of the United States Constitution.

· Problems with interstate commerce

· Territorial disputes with European powers

· Disputes over state control of the Northwest Territory and newly acquired lands west of the Appalachian Mountains; the Land Ordinance and Northwest Ordinance

· Shays’ Rebellion

· The United States Constitution established a federal system of government, a representative democracy, and a framework with separation of powers and checks and balances.

· The United States Constitution protects citizens’ rights by limiting the powers of government. (UbD unit)
American Culture and Foundation of the United States Government and Challenges (overview):
· American culture has unique and distinct features, which defines what it means to be an American citizen.

· Americans embody a common national identity among diverse populations based on democratic principles set forth by the United States Constitution.

· The United States Constitution established a federal system of government, a representative democracy, and a framework with separation of powers and checks and balances.

· The United States Constitution protects citizens’ rights by limiting the powers of the government.
· Actions of early presidential administrations established a strong federal government, provided peaceful transitions of power, and repelled a foreign invasion.

· War of 1812
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